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Research Question
How do parent-child interactions relate to adversity 
experienced by children with ADHD, and how do 
parenting and parent-child relationships differ from 
typical families for children and/or parents with ADHD?
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3Who Reported 
Exposure to 
Adversities
Type of Adversity Exposure in Childhood
Physical 
Abuse 
Sexual 
Abuse
Emotional 
Abuse Neglect
Adult 
(Retrospectively)
(Fuller-Thomson & 
Lewis, 2015)
✓ ✓
Child
(Gokten et al., 
2016)
✓ ✓
Child
(Gul & Gurkan, 
2018)
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Mother/Teacher
(Stern et al., 2018) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Table 1 Check 
marks indicate 
association 
between current 
reported ADHD 
symptoms and 
greater adversity 
exposure as a 
child
Child ADHD & Negative Parenting
4
Moderate-severe 
early behavioral 
problems
(age 3 of child)
Negative parenting 
by mother
(age 3 of child)
Later ADHD 
symptoms
(age 6 of child)
Combs-Ronto et al., 2009
Parent ADHD
Maternal ADHD symptoms linked with (Agha et al., 2013):
● Greater maternal hostility
● Greater family conflict/less cohesion
● More severe ADHD symptoms in child
● Comorbid CD in child 
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Parent ADHD & Negative Parenting
6
Maternal ADHD 
symptoms
(age 3 of child)
Maternal 
overreactivity
(age 3 of child)
Later ADHD/ODD 
symptoms in child 
(age 6 of child)
Breaux et al., 2017
Implications
● Parents with ADHD are more likely to utilize negative 
parenting
○ May have increased difficulty with parenting
● Research on ADHD in children should also include 
parental measures of ADHD
7
Recommendations
Parents should…
● Be educated on how to manage problem behaviors 
associated with ADHD & comorbid disorders
● Receive treatments such as behavioral parent training 
(BPT), especially if they have ADHD
8
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